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Los Cuchareros de Guatemala:
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A Micro Economic Development Project

Los Cuchareros de Guatemala are two groups of wood carvers from very different parts of Guatemala.  The first group was formed in the Petén (the Tikal Area).  The second group is in San Lucas Tolimán.  The goal of the project is to create two related but self sustaining, self directed groups of spoons carvers.  Their outlets are local sales, through the word of mouth and efforts of supporters, and sales to groups and businesses in the US.  These efforts occur in several areas; one part is on quality of workmanship, design and esthetics, another part is in the shared administration of the group, the third is in the development of their business skills in local and international sales and of their organizations.  One of the most difficult parts has been to arrive at the point where they can share constructive criticisms.  It is not common for Guatemalans to criticize another’s works openly, even if it is constructively and with helpful, technical hints.  Perhaps a history of the many years of civil conflict in Guatemala.  The groups are doing well, they are now working to receive orders directly, a big step in self sufficiency.
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The sale of each beautiful spoon has two special values; income generation for the maker and fund generation for local activities.  From your purchase of a spoon, 70 to 90% of the price goes to the maker; the balance of 10 to 30% goes to support local community projects.  In the Petén, this balance returns to support the local health promoter program.  Several of the spoon makers are health promoters in their communities.  In San Lucas Tolimán, these funds have been used for fuel efficient stoves and in 2005 to a program of support for the elderly.

Sales continue to grow contributing to the success and excitement in the project.  For example, We recently supplied a collection of works to Dean & DeLuca in NYC.  It all happens because of the beauty of the product but also the generosity and consideration of visitors.  Currently some groups are using the spoons as money-raisers. For example, one spoon model is a coffee measure and makes a nice accessory to bags of Guatemalan coffee.  Especially a bag of Juan Ana coffee which could come from a “better than fair trade” coffee program here in San Lucas Tolimán.  

If anyone is interested in details of how to see these art works, know more about the project or taste the fine Juan Ana Coffee, contact us at loscuchareros@yahoo.com  I hope this brief introduction will pique your interest.  If so, please let me know if there are any questions you have or how we might be able to serve you.
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Los Cuchareros de Guatemala:

Images on the Web, Pricelist and order form

Thank you for your interest and support of Los Cuchareros de Guatemala (de San Lucas Tolimán and del Petén).  This project would not be anywhere the success it is without the generosity and help of folks like you.

To get to images of Guatemala, San Lucas Tolimán and its environs, los_cuchareros and their products visit www.webshots.com.  Once at www.webshots.com type in “los_cuchareros” in the search box and the associated images will appear.  Another manner is use:  http://community.webshots.com/user/los_cuchareros.

Images of the production / process of Juan Ana Café are also available at: http://community.webshots.com/user/juananacafe or when at the webshots.com website type in “Juan Ana Café” in the search box.

Please share these images as broadly as possible and with anyone who has any interest.  They are “CopyLeft” (versus copy righted) and thus if anyone wants to use them for presentations, for posting, for screen savers, go for it.  The only caveat is to use with attribution (Los Cuchareros de Guatemala / Will Smith)

For those interested in ordering more spoons, please do.  Below is a codified list of products and woods in which they are made.  Both groups are in the process of learning to receive orders directly, parcel out the work, inspect it on return and prepare it for sending to our supporters.  Thus e-mail orders can be sent to Loscuchareros@yahoo.com with a cc to sue_n_will@yahoo.com.  This is a very big step in the development of these collectives as self sustaining organizations.
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Once again, thank you for your support.  If you have questions, please let me know.

Be well, 

Los Cuchareros de Guatemala and Will Smith

Order Form for Los Cuchareros de Guatemala


Descriptions of the woods:

Jobillo: light brown hard wood with very striking brown stripping.

Cericote: black hard wood which has smoky patterning and often contrasting white sections.

Chicozapote: deep rich red hardwood with an extremely fine grain.

Coffee:  cream colored, fine grained, medium hard wood.

Gravilea: sand brown with reddish striations or cross grain marks, medium hard wood.

Notes:

1)  Given the personal knowledge and experience of members of you folks, you can also ask for materials not listed; i.e., other woods, or designs.

2)  We have also done special design on request.  Of course these take a longer time to produce given the review and discussion needed within the groups to learn a new design.  Still, they love the challenge.

3)  If you should have any interest in references or the experiences of those whom have purchased or sold the works of these folks, please let me know and I will pass along contact information.


�


Los Cuchareros de San Lucas Tolimán





�


Los Cuchareros del Peten





	Spoon Design	                Wood	Price


	Large Spoons, 14"	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$5.00


		Café or Gravilea	$4.00


	Cooking Spoons, 12", 10" or 8"	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$4.00


		Café or Gravilea	$3.50


	Slotted Spoons	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$5.00


		Café or Gravilea	$4.00


	Ergo Handle Spoon	Café or Gravilea	$4.00


	Ladles	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$14.00


		Café or Gravilea	$12.00


	Measuring Spoons	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$14.00


	Salad Sets	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$8.00


		Café or Gravilea	$7.00


	Mixers	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$4.00


		Café or Gravilea	$3.50


	Cake Server	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$4.00


		Café or Gravilea	$3.50


	Fry Spatulas	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$4.00


		Café or Gravilea	$3.50


	Rice Paddles	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$4.00


		Café or Gravilea	$3.50


	Coffee Measures, short handle	Café or Gravilea	$3.00


	Coffee Measures, round bowl	Café or Gravilea	$3.00


	Coffee Measures, long handle	Café or Gravilea	$3.00


	Sugar Spoons	Café or Gravilea	$2.00


	Spice Spoon	Café or Gravilea	$2.00


	Spreaders	Jobillo, Cericote or Chicozapote	$3.00


	 	Café or Gravilea	$2.00


Prices as of 01 July, 2005








Los Cuchareros de Guatemala
http://community.webshots.com/user/los_cuchareros 
LosCuchareros@yahoo.com


